Healthcare Assignment
Healthcare Response to Prompts
How have hospitals sought to ensure their position within the communities they serve?
Hospitals are trying to extend their position within the communities they serve by ensuring that they partner with the academia in their clinical practices thus expanding their opportunities more than the traditional care environments. This partnership ensures removal of the barriers that assist the registered nurses in practicing in full scope in both training and education of the community members which will ensure good care for the patients in the community. 
To what extent are hospitals’ quests for integration different from, and the same as, the drive for better care coordination under the ACA?
The quest of the hospital is different from the Affordable Care Act where the hospital does not have the authority to use the public funds to expand the Medicare programs. This is a task performed by the ACA (Gardner, 2016). Also, hospitals are striving to inflate the medical costs for their clients to maximize their profits whereas the ACA strives to limit the medical cost inflation so that many people can get access to the healthcare services. However, both the hospital and ACA work together to ensure that those people get access to quality healthcare. 
Identify an at-risk, minority, or vulnerable population that lives in your geographic area. What leveraging agents exist in your community to support their access to health care?
People who are not working are among the vulnerable group that lives in my community. The group cannot access quality healthcare because they are not able to meet the high costs. However, the Affordable Care Act has assisted them to get access to the quality healthcare (Jessie & Swan, 2017). It ensures that all the people regardless of their level of income are insured to get access to quality affordable healthcare. 

How does the scope of practice laws for nurse practitioners in your state affect the health care available to these populations?
The scope of practice laws in my region restricts the operation of nurses beyond the critical care setting. This has, therefore, affected those people who are not able to access the critical healthcare services.
What factors should be considered to ensure that their healthcare meets the IOM six aims?
To ensure that the healthcare meets the six objectives of the IOM, there is need to certify education and training which will ensure achievement of the seamless progression academically and the inclusion of the nurse's residency programs. Nonetheless, there is also need to include the development partners including the physicians as well as members of the inter professionals’ healthcare team (Rose Iris Gonzalez PhD, 2012). Finally, the registered nurses should collect adequate information that can help them in policy making which will be great benefits in achieving the IOM goals. 
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