Discussion 4 DQ1
Extraneous variables
Extraneous variables are the unwanted factors in a study that are not part of the study which when not corrected affects the data negatively by leading to confounding data during data collection. The presence of extraneous variables deters the researcher from finding the direct causal relationship between dependent and independent variables (Kaur, 2013). The independent variables are manipulated and the dependent variables measured for the identification of causal relationship. To obtain results with higher reliability, it is essential that only dependent variables changes that will affect the dependent variables (Ingham-Broomfield, 2014). Thus, the confounding potential caused by extraneous variables must be identified, controlled and eliminated. 
Ways in which researchers attempt to control extraneous variables
As it has be depicted the negative effects accrued by extraneous variables it is vital that the research control them. The researcher control these variables through holding them constant throughout the experimental conditions. There are basically three methods which are applicable to the control of extraneous variables. The methods involve three variables namely participant variables, situational variables and researchers variables (Ivey, 2012; Ingham-Broomfield, 2014). In participant variables the differences between participants is minimized. The researcher variables which include gender, appearance and researcher behaviors should be made consistent throughout the study as it could affect the response of participants (Ivey, 2012). Lastly, the situation variables should be controlled by controlling the area of the study to ensure that there is standardization of procedures so that all aspect of the experiment are identical to all the dependent variables (Kaur, 2013). Moreover, there should be random assignment so that the participants have equal chance of being assigned to any particular experimental condition. 
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